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§500.101

the farm labor contractor, agricultural
employer or agricultural association
from responsibility for maintaining the
vehicle in accordance with §500.104 or
§500.105, as applicable.

(c) Uses or causes to be used. The term
‘“‘uses or causes to be used’ as set forth
in paragraph (a) of this section does
not include carpooling arrangements
made by the workers themselves, using
one of the workers’ own vehicles. How-
ever, carpooling does not include any
transportation arrangement in which a
farm labor contractor participates or
which is specifically directed or re-
quested by an agricultural employer or
an agricultural association.

§500.101 Promulgation and adoption
of vehicle standards.

(a) General. All transportation of mi-
grant and seasonal agricultural work-
ers, whether on the farm or on the
road, shall be subject to the vehicle
safety standards of the Act, except for
activities under the circumstances set
out in §500.103.

(b) Compliance required. Any violation
of the standards promulgated by the
Secretary in §500.104 or adopted by the
Secretary in §500.105 shall be a viola-
tion of the Act and these regulations.

(c) Development of Department of Labor
Standards. In developing the regula-
tions in §500.104, the Secretary has con-
sidered among other factors: (1) The
type of vehicle used, (2) the passenger
capacity of the vehicle, (3) the distance
which such workers will be carried in
the vehicle, (4) the type of roads and
highways on which such workers will
be carried in the vehicle, and (5) the ex-
tent to which a proposed standard
would cause an undue burden on agri-
cultural employers, agricultural asso-
ciations, or farm labor contractors.

(d) Adoption of Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) Standards. In accord-
ance with section 401(b)(2)(C) of the
Act, the Secretary has adopted in
§500.105 of these regulations, the DOT
standards, without regard to the mile-
age and boundary limitations estab-
lished in 49 U.S.C. 3102(c).

§500.102 Applicability of vehicle safety
standards.

(a) Any passenger automobile or sta-
tion wagon used or caused to be used
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by any farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer or agricultural associa-
tion to transport any migrant or sea-
sonal agricultural worker shall meet
the vehicle safety standards prescribed
in §500.104.

(b) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
used or caused to be used by any farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker pursuant to a day-
haul operation shall be subject to the
safety standards prescribed under
§500.105.

(c) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
which has been or is being used or
caused to be used for any trip of a dis-
tance greater than 75 miles by a farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker, shall be subject to
the safety standards prescribed under
§500.105. One trip may have numerous
intermediate stops.

(d) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
used or caused to be used by any farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker in any manner not
addressed by paragraphs (a), (b), or (c)
of this section shall meet the vehicle
safety standards prescribed in §500.104.

(e) The use or intended use of a vehi-
cle, other than a passenger automobile
or station wagon, for transportation of
the type identified in §500.102(b) or
§500.102(c) will make the vehicle sub-
ject to the standards prescribed under
§500.105, so long as the vehicle is used
for transportation subject to the Act
and these regulations.

(f) Any pickup truck used only for
transportation subject to §500.104 when
transporting passengers only within
the cab shall be treated as a station
wagon.

(g) Pursuant to section 401(b)(2)(C) of
the Act, standards prescribed by the
Secretary shall be in addition to, and
shall not supersede nor modify, any
standards prescribed under part II of
the Interstate Commerce Act and any
successor provision of subtitle IV of
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